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H.R. Rep. No. 826, 55th Cong., 2nd Sess. (1898)
-5'l'Il Co GRE .. } HOU "'E OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
2d "e ·sion. { 
REPORT 
No. 826. 
RA.IL ROAD COMPANIES IN INDIAN TERRITORY. 
MARCH 25, 1898.-Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, submitted the 
following 
REPORT. 
[To accompany H. R. 8349.) 
The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. 8349) granting additional powers to railroad companies created 
by laws of the United States and operating lines in the Indian Terri- . 
tory, respectfully report: 
The provisions of this bill authorize railroad companies created by or 
existing under the laws of the United States and operating lines of 
railroad eitller wholly or partially in the Indian Territory to lease the 
railroad and other property of any railroad company whose line may 
now or hereafter connect with the line of such company, subject to the 
condition that the obligations imposed upon the respective companies 
by their charters, or by the laws of the United States or any State or 
Territory applicable thereto, shall govern in the use and operation of 
any such leased roads. It is further provided that the act shall not 
apply to companies whose lines are parallel or competing. · 
The authority thus proposed to be conferred is one that is almost 
universally exercisable throughout the United States, under the laws 
of the different States. The right bas already been conferred by special 
acts of Congress to different railroad companies named in the acts, and 
its extension to companies created by an act of Congress would seem 
to be advisable and judicious, having in view the better results, both 
as to the service rendered to the public and the lowering of rates that 
generally follows the consolidation of one or more short lines into a 
larger system. 
The committee therefore recommend passage of the bill. 
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